aud lame may haye a Maintenance for cheir Subñſtance, 
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Vice-Admiral John Lavvſon; 
Commander in Chief of the Fleet in the narrow Seas, by Authority 
OF 
PAR LI AM N T 
With the Commanders of the ſeveral ſhips now with him in the Downes, 
in order to the Removal of the Interruption that is put upon the 
Parliament, the 13th. of October laſt. 

Hereas on the ninch inſtant there was a Letter, from the Lord Fleetwood, came on board the Ship James, citected 
to the Vice-Admirall, in which he deſired, that he, and thoſe concerned, might give the Freedome of their 
thoughts touching a Government for the Common · Wealth: In Anſwer to the which was Retorned by the Vice- 

8 Admiral, and all the Commanders preſent, That being burthened in Spirit, at the ſence of the unhappy breaches 
and diſſractions amongſt the good people in the Nation; it was their humble apprehenſion chat the hopefulleſt wayes and means to make 
up the breaches and diviſions was a happy compoſure betwixt the Parliament and Army, and that the Parliament might return to their 
Truſts, which when the Lord pleaſe to Grant, they could heartily joyn with any in Petitioning, that all words ſpoken, or things done 
by — Ae concerned in the difference berwixt the Parliament and Army, ſince che 13th of Octeber 1659, might be for 
ever obliterated, 

Now foraſmuch as the ſame burthen lyes upon our Spirits Qill, in the Apptehenſion of the ſad Conſequences thar are like to enſue ; 
for that We do not hear of any Compoſure, but that the Breach growes wider, thereby eminently threatning the loſſe and utter Ruine of 
the Cauſe and Intereſi of Chriſband His People, which for ſo many years hath been ſo conteſted for, and coſt much Blood and Treaſute, both 
by Sea and Land, We apprehending Rill chat there's no other Viſible means under Heaven to heal the Breaches, and ſecure the N.ticn 

from the Common Enemy; Do Declare, That through the Lords Aſſiſtance, We ſhall in all Chriſtian wayes and means, Endeavour the 
begetting aright Underſtanding bet wit the Parliament and Army, and a happy Compoſure (if it may be) without Blood -· ned: But if 
there be y: an Endeavour by Force to hinder the Parliamen:, That was Interrupted the 1 3th of October (1659, ſrom ieturning to the 
Exerciſean1 Diſcharge of their Truſt; Who have ſo often been Declared the Supream Authority of theſe Nations, That then We ſhall to 
the utmoſt of our Power, wich our Lives, and all that is Dear to Us, aſe our whole Intereſt for the Removing of chat Force, and reſtore 
Them to their Freedom and Priviledges, 

And we do further Declare, (as in the preſence of the Lord) that we have no Aym nor Ends to Advance particular Intereſts, but the 
Intereſt of Chriſt , andthe Good and Weal of al'che People of God; in heir Righcs, Civil, and Religious; and of our geor (ſuffering Na- 
tions in General. And do utterly diſclaim the Interelt of Charls Stuart, and all His Adherents, or the Intereſt of any Single Perſon 
whatſoever, or Honſe of Lords; Therefore We doubt not but to find the Concutrence and Aſſiſtance of all che and Upright- 
hatted in the Land, For whoſe ſakes, next to the Cauſe of Chriſt, (God being our Witneſs) We have Engaged, 

Aud We therefore Iuvite all our Brethren of the Churches, Army, Navy, and Militia of the City of Lenden and Country, and all that 
profeſſe Love to God, and His People, to joyn with Us, and give Us their Chriftian Ayd and Aſſiſtance in the performance of the Premiſes, 
whereunto We are perſwaded the Lord bach Called Us; leaſt when too late, They and Us have Cauſe to lament the non-Improvement of 
— Opportunity that God hath put into our Hande, once more to Aſſert the Priviledges of Farliamen, and Liberty of che good People of 
this Nation. 

And that it may appear to all People, That We have no Rancor or Malice againſt the Perſons of any, or thirſt after Blood: We do 
Reſolve, when the Lord ſhall pleaſe co Reſtore the Parliament to the Exerciſe of their Truſt; Humbly to Petition Them, according to the 


Heads following, Vix. 


1. That Indempvicy and Oblivien may be Grant ed to every Perſon and Perſons, that have acted in the late unbappy differencey, be- 
ewixcthe Parliament and Army, ſince the I 3th of Oftober, 1659, that ſhall not further perſiſt in Obſtructing their retorn to their Truſt. 

2. That the Intereſt of Chriſt may be advanced in Juſtice and Uprighcnefſe ; chat the Government of the Nations may be ſetled aon 
theſe Foundations, and that all Laws not agreeable to the Word of God, may be repealed, and all Laws that ſhall be enacted, may be 
Conſonant to the Word of God. 

3. Thar all people of God, may be preſerved in their Liberty to Worſhip God, as the Lord Jeſus ſhall lead chem ont, ſo that they 
make not uſe of this te the prejudice of ochers, Aud that Superſlicien, and Idelatry, and profaneneſſe, be nor Countenanced, 
by te That _ _ for che maintenance and Incouragement of pious and learned Godly Miniſters wickin the Nation otherwiſe then 

Wa y = 
5. That all peſſible encouragement may be given to Navigations, and the much decayed Trade of the Nation; and to that end, as ſoon 
3 great Im poſitions (as Exciſe, and other new Impoſis,) may be taken off, and ſome other way found for defraying the 
of ation. | 

6. That no man be impreſſed, or forced, to ſerve in any Military Employment either by Landor Sea, ocherwiſe than in the defence 
of his Country; and that the Sea · men might be paid every 10 or x2 Months, at the fartheſt, to Them or their certain Attorney. 

7. That a comfortable Proviſion may be made for any man that ſeryes at dea, that ſhall be mai med ot dil membred, and to the Wid- 
dow 4 of ſuch as ſhall be ſl a, which may be out of the Cheſtand Prize mony, which is che price of ckheir Blood, ; 

8. ome way and means may be found out for the Employment of the poor of che Nation, that are able ; and ſuch at are impotent 


ben beard the James is the bew the 131h of Dreember, 1659, 


